" affords a strong argument in favour of providing accommodation of a superior kind in connexion with the district asylums. " (p. iii.) It is reported, however, in addition, that? " A very large proportion of the non-parochial patients who are in private houses belong to families so little removed above pauperism, that many of them are detained at home entirely from the inability of friends to pay for their maintenance in asylums. This is a fact of very grave import, and should be constantly borne in mind in all arrangements for providing a national system of asylum accommodation." (p. iii.) The Commissioners now recur to the question of the increase of insanity, and remark :? " The experience of all countries has shown, that the numbers of the insane increase so rapidly, that the accommodation provided, however sufficient it may at first have appeared, has in a short time been found inadequate. In France, for instance, the numbers of the insane in public and private asylums amounted, on 1st January, 1835, to 10,539; whereas, on 1st January, 1854, they had increased to 24,524. In England and Wales, the number of pauper lunatics amounted, in August, 1843, to 16,764 ; undertake their entire care and support; and, as has been stated, it is on the introduction of this system that we ground our hopes of so restricting the number of patients in asylums as to keep the general expenditure for pauper lunatics within 100,000Z. per annum. We calculate that about one-fifth of the total number would still be left with relatives at an average rate of 81., so that any diminution in the expenditure would be the result of the development of the cottage system, and its application to cases at present retained in asylums. By its adoption economy would ensue, not only from the smaller cost of maintenance, but also from the diminished necessity for providing \ expensive asylums, as we have no doubt that appropriate cottage accommodation would cost materially less. We do not, however, conceal from ourselves the obstacles likely to be encountered in introducing a system such as that proposed ; but we are, at the same time, convinced that these would be found by no means insurmountable, and that the result would be most beneficial to the country. We are not, however, desirous for any sudden or sweeping alteration of the present system, but simply for the removal of the legal difficulties which prevent the reception of more than one patient without a license. To the Visiting Commissioners the advantages would also be great. By placing three or four patients together, the number of houses requiring visitation would be greatly lessened; and the labour of inspection would be further diminished were the cottages generally grouped together. If, as we hoped would be the case, they were usually erected in the neighbourhood of asylums, an interchange of patients would naturally and easily take place, whenever any alteration in the character of the mental or bodily condition of the patients rendered it desirable. Indeed, under such circumstances, the cottages might be regarded simply as an out-lying part of the asylum. In these remarks we refer more especially to pauper lunatics ; but we believe there are many private lunatics who might be accommodated NO 
